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ye lve me, my — "Jour inset 1. 


"DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE CANNON. 


Pur following. discéuree. on “The Testimony of Jesus,” was delivered by 
Pres. Geo. Q. Cannon, at the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, November 22, 1896. 
There area few: minutes yet remaining that may be occupied without 
wearying the congregation. I have, as doubtless all have, rejoiced in the 
testimony that we have heard this afternoon from Brother Heber J. Grant. 
I know it makes every Latter-day Saint's heart warm to hear the testi- 
mony of the servants of God concerning the truth of the work of God. 
If the fire that has been kindled in our hearts has smouldered and become 
to some extent dead, the testimony of the servants of God concerning the 
truth of this work rekindles that fire and gives us the old feeling of joy 
and thanksgiving that we have had in times when perhaps we may have 
been more faithful) than we are now. If we could always retain this 
gift which God bestows, we would shrink. from doing anything 
that is wrong; because the dread of losing it would be present with us. 
It is a precious thing for men and women to-receive the testimony of 
God's Holy Spirit. It is this that constitutes the strength of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Every man and woman who has 
joined this Church ought to be, and is in the most of instances; standing 
as an independent witness of the truth of that which God has dene. You 
divide this entire congregation into unite, and let each one stand alone, 
gurrounded by those not of their faith, and he or she is, though solitary, 
Still u witness,independent of all others, of the truth. Then you bring 
these individuals together, each one understanding the Gospel and having 
received a testimony ot its divinity, and they constitute a body which, in 
réspecta; is entirely incomparable. We ought to be exceedingly 
_ thankful to our God for that which He has done for us in this respeot. It 
makes: no difference how many may oppose and deny the work of God; 
the truth has come from heaven, and that truth will remain, and no 
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i and in that way extinguish it, at least for the 
time being, but while they live that truth will abide. And God has said 
concerning the work in the last days, that it shall not perish, and that the 
people who have accepted it shall not be destroyed. It will stand and 
fulfill the destiny that has been assigned toi gal | e Savior shall come. 
It is gratifying also to hear testimoni the gifts of the 
Gospel. It fills my heart with delight. I would to God that all of = 
lived in such a manner that we would ae — 
us, because it we did we wonld bea ry ion 


We would not be carried about, ‘as ny of us bith: 


doctrine, and by the cunning craftiness of men, whereby they lie in 2 
to deceive. We are in that condition to-day, to some extent. The Apostle 
Paul says that the Apostles were placed in the Church expressly to keep 
the Saints from being carried away by every wind of doctrine and by the 
cunning craftinessof men. You watch the men that listen to the Apostles, 
to the authority that God has placed in His Church, and you will find 
that they are not carried about by cunning craftiness of men nor by every 
wind ef doctrine. But the people that neglect and deride thet enthority, 
they are carried about in that manner. Men may say it is wrong to o 

the Priesthood. I tell you the world will not be saved unless it is through 
the exercise of the authority of the Priesthood of the Son of God, under 


His own direction. We may as well: look that squarely in the face as‘fot. 


I know it is becoming a somewhat popular doctrine in our midst and some 
feel as though it is something wrong to stand up for the principles: that 
God has revealed to this Church, and by which this Church has been led 


to its present condition. We all must sit with our bands on our ‘mouths, 


for fear we will say something that will offend somebody in ‘connectida 
with the principles of the Gospel and the organization of the Church of 
Christ... It is the truth that God has restored the Priesthoodito the:chil- . 
dren of men for definite purposes. Is one of those purposes to tyrannize, 
to oppress, to bind heavy burdens upon the people of God? No, it is not; 
and the Latter-day Saints: know that it is not, God has restored the 
Priesthood to save men. It has saved men. It has brought, blessings, it 
has brought liberty, it has brought elevation, it has brought the blessings 
of heaven and earth unto the people who have sean ais ann who 
have been led and governed by the Priesthood. — ty ter abril. 10 
Leading men of the nation * the) lines which 
have been laid down for the building up of this commonwealth of Utah 
are lines of the most patriotic character, worthy of imitation by the whole 
people of the United States. I have letters in my possession from leading 
men of this nation, acknowledging these facts. Of; course, they do not 
say anything about religion: but we know the effect it has had upon us 
from a religious standpoint. To-day there is no such example on the earth 
as is afforded by these Latter-day Saints in these mountains. Look at 
that which has been done. Thousands have been brought from panury in 
the old world, not to speak of our own country, to this land and placed in 
the condition which now surrounds them; a desert land, a land:ithat was 
uninviting, has been made to literally blossom as the rome until it has 
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become the admin ion. of every. visitor; and this has been done by the 
Mormons and by Mormonism! Thousands of people bless the day that 
they ever heard the Gospel, becanse of the freedom it has brought to them 
and their children... 

The aim of the leaders e been that every man should have a 
home of his own, cultivate his own land, and not be taxed out of it. We 
carried out this policy, for years, and successfully, too. There was no 
community anywhere i in the land where so many persons owned their own 
homes, in proportion, to the population, as in Utah, and no people that 
were more lightly taxed; and the people prospered. . They were thrifty. 
They, were taught. lessons which, if they had been carried out, would have 
relieved them from the bondage of debt and heavy taxation they are now 
in. But the people are blind to many things; at least, they do not open 
their eyes to see. If you Latter-day Saints would take to heart the 
counsels that you have received this afternoon, and live so that the Spirit 
of God would rest upon you in power, you would see a great many things 
that you do not see now, and you would not be carried about by every 
wind of doctrine and by every story, no matter what it is. I do not feel to 
reproach you, because I believe you are the best people on the earth. I feel 
to reproach myself as much as I do any of you. But this is our condition. 

Now, the Lord has done wonders in our land, and we do not 
that which He has done as much as others who come and look at us: We 
have been maligned to such an extent that many people supposed we were 
the most monstrous people on the face of the earth; but when, they come 
and see us, and are told what has been done, and ‘they have the oppor- 
tunity of examining these things, many are filled with admiration, and 
they wonder why it is our people are not more appreciative than they 
appear to be. We allow ourselves to be carried away by everything that 
arises, In some respects we are the most gullible and easily deluded of 
any people. Yet there is a spirit of discernment resting upon the people, 
and when they, hear the voice of the true Shepherd they know it. , 

Im proud and thankful that I am a Latter-day Saint, and that I have 
a place and a name among you and with you in this land. I have wit- 
nessed its growth from the beginning, I have seen the changes that have 
taken place; I have seen how much God has done for us, and I cannot be 
too thankful 1 try to impress these things, too, upon those who are around 
N me, and who have not seen them. I think we ought to be the most thank- 
ful of any people upon the face of the earth; for the hand of God has been 
: visible all the. day long in that which has taken place. When I think of 
the plots and the devices that have been framed to destroy us, I marvel at 
our preservation. For ten years while I was in congress I had a constant 
ficht to prevent the enactment of legislation that would have swept away 
every liberty that we enjoyed, and it required the power of God to pre- 
serve this people. Scores of measures were framed. here and sent down to 
congress, almost any one of which, if enacted, would. have. deprived us of 
every civil right, It is only very recently since. an attempt was made to 
diafranchise us and reduce us to the level of the Chinaman and the Indian, 
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treatment they receive, and you can form an idea of how it would haye 
been with us. We should have been plundered and robbed of everything, 
and: we should have been defenseless. Who would have cared about us 
when stripped of political power? What is it that makes the emigrant to 
this country, though he may be ignorant and in poverty, a power in the 
land? It is because he has a vote, and politicians court him. Buta most 
insidious, well-matured and persistant attempt was made to deprive every 
man of us of the franchise, of the birth-right we have inherited from an 
ancestry of free men. God delivered us from that; and who is to be 
thanked for it? Those who devised these measures And would have put 
them in force? Are they the ones to whom gratulations are duef I 
believe many of our people think some of those people ought to be thanked 
for it; at least, they seem to act that way. The men who raised their 
voices, laid their plans, and used their influence against such measures are 
forgotten or thought lightly of. Now, God be praised, we are free to- da 
we have our rights, and no man is to be thanked for it; it has been 
power that has done it. When I think of these things, and see how the 
servants of God have striven from the beginning with all the strength of 
mind and body that God gave them, to preserve the rights of the people, and 
then I hear men talk as though it was unpatriotic, sinful and subversive 


of the rights of men tolisten to these servants of the Lord who have estab- : 


lished by their labors the right to be heard—I say when I see this 1 think, 
as one of old has said, that ingratitude is worse than the sin of witchcraft- 
Let us appreciate that which God has done for us. No Latter-day 
Saint ought to ask this people to honor men, but honor the authority that 
He has placed to govern and to guide, and that has shown itself equal to 
every emergency, every crisis and every trial. God has shown that He is 
able to choose the leaders for His people, and that when He has chosen 
them He is able to sustain them in their leadership. There has never been 
a moment when they have been unable to do that which was necessary in 
counseling the people in a path of safety and that, too, without mixing the 
authority of Church and state, or in any manner trenching upon or crossin 
the dividing line which separates the ecclesiastical from the civil ‘authority. 
Respecting testimony I desire to say a few words. I was asked the 
other day why a man should testify that he had been strengthened in his 
knowledge. If he knew that a thing was of God, should he not always 
know it, and how could that knowledge be added to? Now, as Brother 
Grant has told us this afternoon, it is possible for 4 man to have knowl- 
edge concerning a thing and then to lose it, or to have it fade away in a 


certain measure. We have abundant instances of this in the history of the 


Church. Oliver Cowdery was administered to by angelic messengers as 
Joseph was; he never denied that, but always testified of it; yet Oliver 
Cowdery lost his standing in the Church and went into the dark. He 
afterwards, however, came back and joined the Church again: and after 
joining the Church, he said, putting his hands to his head, “On this head 
John Baptist laid his hands; on this head he conferred the lesser 
Pri He never wavered in that testimony, but ‘he had lost ‘the 
atis aud light of the Gospel. And we cin Toot it. ‘We éan have it 
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strengthened, too; and, added to by the testimony of the Spirit, from time 
to time. That which we see confirms us more and more in the truth. If 
for any cause the brightness of that testimony has become dim, it rekindles 
it, and makes it brighter. In like manner, if we commit sin, the bright- 
ness of that testimony. is lessened within us, until it fades away. The 
only way for us to preserve the testimony of the truth is to live so that 
the Spirit of God will always be within us. We should havea living testi- 
mony; notthe testimony we received when we joined the Church, or when 
we were. healed, or when we saw someone else healed; but the testimony 
of to-day, so that we can testify to-day that this is the work of God. That 
is the testimony we should seek to preserve every day of our lives. ; 

I desire to bear my testimony that this is the work of God, and that it 
is led by God, under the direction of the Lord Jesus, our King and Law- 
giver. I testify that this is His Church, and that He has given the 
authority to man to act for Him, as His ambassador, to entreat the people 
to come unto God. God bless us and help us all to preserve this testimony, 
is my prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


bk: LITE OF DAVID W. PATTEN. 


| [concLUDED FROM PAGE 55. 
Ir vas now concluded that the mob must have camped at the ford below 


on Crooked River, and after a short exhortation from Captain Patten to 
trust in the Lord for victory, a march was ordered along the road to that 
point. As the party neared the river in the early morning just at day- 
break; a voice was heark calling, “Who comes there?” and at the same 
instant a shot was fired when a young man, P. O. Banion, reeled and fell 
from the ranks, mortally wounded. Captain Patten at once ordered a 
charge and the company rushed forward only to see the two men, who had 
been on guard, runnning into the camp of the enemy on the river bank 
below. Immediately all was confusion in the camp, but it was still so 
dark that nothing could be seen with distinctness by the brethen looking 
to the west, while their forms could be clearly outlined in the eastern light 
by the mob, who were soon in position behind the river bank below. 
David had just ranged his company in line, not more than fifty yards from 
the camp, when a deadly fire was opened upon them from behind the em- 
bankment. An answering fire was immediately ordered and with the watch 
word God and liberty,” on his lips, David, ordering a charge, ran forward. 
The mob fied in confusion before the rush that followed and the field 
‘wag quickly won; but as David led the pursuit down the river bank, a 
mobber. who had taken refuge behind a treee for a momentary pause 
* taking to the river, turned and shot him in the abdomen. 
The mob routed, his brethren gathered about their wounded leader in 
bp and everything possible was done to minister to his com- 
fort: Word was dispatched to Far West for medical assistance to meet 
the party, the wagons of the mob were pressed into service, and the 
vietorious but Sorrow-strieken company took up their dreary. march 
toward Far West. Seven of the 
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ber miles in wogon, suforing became interme 
he was placed on a litter and carried by his brethren. e 

Without delay, on receiving the mournful intelligence, the Tropbes 
J oséph Smith with his brother Hyrum, Apostles Heber C. Kimball and 
Amasa Lyman, with others, as also David's grief strickest sage made | 
haste to meet the sorrowful cavalcade. — hs 5 

President Heber C. Kimball describes the closing scene ecke: sie ss 

“Tmmediately on receiving the intelligence that Brother Patten was 
wounded, I hastened to see him and found him in great pain, but still he 
was glad to see me; he was conveyed about four miles to the house of 
Brother Stephen Winchester; during his removal his sufferings were so 
excruciating that he frequently desired us to lay him down that he might 
die; but being desirous to get him out of reach of the mob, we prevailed 
upon him to let us carry him among his friends. We cartied him we E 
kind of bier, fixed up from poles. Os 

Although he had medical assistance, his wound was W diay: ers 
was no hope entertained of his recovery, and this he was perfectly aware 
of. In this situation, while the shades of time were lowering, and eternity 
with all its realities opening to his view, he bore a strong testimony to the 
truth of the work of the Lord, and the religion he had espoused. He was 
perfectly sensible and collected until he breathed his last, which occurred 
at about ten o’clock in the evening. Stephen Winchester, Brother Patten’s 
wife, Bathsheba W. Bigler, with several of her father’s W vote cor 
at David’s death. | 
The principles of the Gospel which were 30 precious to him before, 
afforded him that support and consolation at the time of his departure, 
which deprived death of its sting and horror. Speaking of those who had 
fallen from their steadfastness he exclaimed, ‘O that they were in my 
situation! For I feel that I have kept the faith, I have finished my course, 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give me.’ Speaking to his beloved wife, he said, ‘Whatever 
you do else, O do not deny the faith.’ He all the time expressed a great 
desire to depart. I said to him ‘Brother David, when you get home, I 
want you to remember me.’ He replied, ‘I will? At this time his sight 
was gone. A few minutes before he died, he prayed as follows, ‘Father, I 
ask Thee in the name of Jesus Christ, that Thou wouldst release my spirit, 
and receive it unto Thyself’ And he then said to those who‘surrounded 
his dying bed, ‘Brethren, you have held me by your faith, but do:give me 
up; and let me go, I beseech you. We accordingly committed:him een 
and he soon breathed his last, and slept in Jesus without a groan. 

“This was the death of one who was an honor to the Church ia: 1 
blessing to the Saints; and whose faith, virtues and diligence in the cause 
of trath ‘will be had in remembrance by the Church of Jesus Christ from 
generation to generation. It was a painful way to bedeprived of the 
labors of this worthy servant of Christ, and it cast a gloom upon the 
Saints; yet the glorious and sealing testimony which he bore of his accep- 
tance with heaven and the truth of the Gospel was a matter of joy and 
satisfaction, not only to his immediate friends, but to the Saints abt large.” 
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Of the death of his friend, President Wilford Woodruff writes: 

EP yoga 41 the noble David W. Patten as a martyr for the cause of God, 
l receive a martyr’s crown. He was valiant in the testimony of 
| While he lived! upon theearth: He a man great faith 
and the power of God was with him. He was brave to a fault, even too 
brave to be preserved. He apparently had no fear of man about him. 

Many of the sick were healed and devils cast out under his administra- 

In 3 his account of the 3 the Prophet Joseph says: 

“Brother David W. Patten was a very worthy man, beloved by all good 
men who knew him. He was one of the Twelve Apostles, and died as he 
lived, a man of God, and strong in the faith of a glorious ee in 
a world where mobs will have no power or place“ 

Wich David's wish, formerly expressed to him, to die as a martyr, no 
doubt i in mind, the Prophet Joseph, at the funeral on October 27, 1838, 
pointing to his lifeless body, testified : , 

„There lies a man that has done just as he said he Wr laid 
down his life for his friends.“ oe 
And One mightier has said: 
g nter Jove bath, no man than this, that a man. lay down his life for 
his friend. 

fit ending of a glorious career! 

The remains were laid to rest with military honors at Far west, * the 
grace, is now unmarked and unknown, but of the noble spirit, the Lord, in 
@ revelation a few years subsequent to his departure, vouchsafed this 
intelligence: 

David Patten I have taken unto ell behold, his Priesthood. a0 
man taketh from him ; but verily I say unto you, another may be appointed 
unte the same calling“ 

And again, in speaking of Lyman Wight, who succeeded David in the 
Apostleship, the Lord says: 

That when he shall finish his work, that I may receive bim undo my- 
self, even as I did my servant David Patten, who is with me at this time.” 

If, then, to repeat, we say great men are the Lord’s object lessons to the 
world by whom He holds out to mankind the truths committed to their 
generation, what of the life before us? | 
From the time David heard the Gospel, his earnest nature entered. with 
full purpose of heart upon the work he was sent from the courts on high 
to perform, his whole soul was given over to faithfully n the . 
of his life: } 
ot 11 GOD GIVES US ALL THE POWER WE HAVE, 
and though in the. one desire to give hin may be said be 
fell short of the ideal: 5 


iw 4. 313 i THY WILL NOT MINE BE DONE; 
32 doubt, in making up the roll of His noble and pts ones, 
time will plage next, to those of the Prophet and Patriarch martyrs, Joseph 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1897. 


HOW THE SAINTS KNOW THEY HAVE THE TRUTE. 


Ir is often difficult for one who has a testimony of the truth of the Gospel 


to explain to another how he knows it to be true. He can testify to some 


outward evidences that he may have witnessed, and which confirmed him 
in the knowledge he possesses, such as miraculous healings or spiritual 
gifts, but these external proofs are not sufficient. Miracles are not per- 
formed in the Church for the convincing of unbelievers. They are to 
follow the believers. It is necessary to believe before one can witness the 
miracles or signs that follow. The only consistent answer that a Latter- 
day Saint can give to the question, How do you know the Gospel is' true! 
is that he knows it because it has been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit. 
That revelation may not be accompanied by any outward manifestation. 
It may not be given to him in set words which he can recall and repeat 


to others. He may not hear a voice nor see a light, but the conviction 


comes to his mind, and he is assured beyond the possibility of a doubt 
that he is accepted of God, and that his course in obeying the Gospel ts 
approved of Heaven. There is no deception about this. He is as certain 
that he is not deceived as that He exists; and as long as he lives a righteous 
life this conviction remains with him and becomes stronger and strongef. 

This is not the case where a person imagines he is convinced of the truth 
of a proposition through being worked up to a high pitch of enthusiasm. 
In such a frame of mind one may experience a false assurance concerning 
a particular matter, but the moment his mind returns to its normal oon- 
dition he is as much in doubt as ever. 

Now the reason why one cannot impart to sitet 1 Kowiadge he 
has concerning the Gospel is because it requires the Spirit of God to know 
the things of God, as the Apostle Paul says, The things of God knoweth 
no man, but the Spirit of God.” If it were within the power of man to 
impart the Holy Spirit then he could impart to another the knowledge he 
has of the Gospel. But the Holy Spirit is given from above, and all man 
can do is to point out the way whereby it can be obtained. If the inquirer 
will pursue the course marked out he can get that same wort nett from 
the same heavenly source. 

This method of of thé’ Gospel is identical with 
that of obtaining a knowledge of earthly things. No one knows that the 


laws of chemistry as taught in the world are true unless he learns them 


and makes a practical test himself. No one knows that the laws of 
mathematics are correct except by demonstrating them for himself. In 
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short, nothing is known except by personal experience, and one cannot 
convey his knowledge to another person. He can only testify to him of 
the knowledge he possesses, and point out the way he received it. If his 
testimony is believed, and the way he points out followed, the seeker after 
knowledge who takes this course receives undeniable evidence that what 
was told him is the truth. | | EE 


A NEWSPAPER reporter in giving an tot a held district 
conference of the Latter-day Saints, adds this comment to his report: 
“The bare statement of his” (Joseph Smith’ 8) “divine ordination is 10 
proof that it has actually taken place.” 

This remark is quite true, and the Latter-day Saints fully agree with 
the writer who makes it. They do not ask anyone to accept the bare 
statement” of the “divine ordination” of the Prophet Joseph Smith. But 
the. fact that there are hundreds of thousands of intelligent people who 
believe in the Prophet, should be of sufficient weight to influence one to 

investigate the claims made for J oseph Smith’s divine ordination when he 
hears the bare statement made to that effect. And if one will take the 
pains to inquire for the evidence he will find an abundance of it. The 
missionaries are sent abroad into the world for the purpose of showing 
people how they might find convincing evidence of the truth of the Goapel 
which they preach, and to lead them to acquire the necessary e nat 

Joseph Smith was a prophet divinely inspired. 


"Tae Warwick and Warwickshire Advertiser, published at W in its 
kus of January 30, 1897, contains quite a lengthy article entitled “Utah 
and Utopia.” It is the report of an interview with Elders Charles Measom 
and George H. Meadows, who are laboring in that place as missionaries. 
The.report is a very fair one, and gives an outline of the methods adopted 
to spread the Gospel, a brief sketch of Church history, an explanation of 
some of the doctrines of the Latter-day Saints, a description of their 
manner of conducting public service, an acoount of what they have been 
and are doing in an educational way, and some statistics concerning ag 
and its development. | 


We have just published at this office a quantity of cards containing the 
Artioles of Faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. They 
are of a suitable size for personal calling cards, and are prepared especially 
for the use of missionaries. Those who desire can obtain them by writing 
to us. The price is one shilling per hundred or four shillings for five 
hundred, without name and address. Those who wish the cards with the 
Articles of Faith printed on one side and their name and address on the 
other side can get at two per or for 

five hundred. 


1 


| ͤ 
the First Seven Presidents of the Seventies, brought the sad news that 
Elder Edward Stevenson, who was also one of that council died at 11 p.m. 
January 27, 1887: Elder Stevenson was a maa of excellent charaster; full 
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of integrity, and spent a long life of usefulness in the Oburch al Clien 
He was about 76 years old at the time of his daath. His son, T. W,iSteven> | 


ARRIvals.—The following he 


named Elders arrived in Liverpool 
American Line steamer Maesland on February 3, 1897: For the Britis 
Mission—Dan Muir, Ephraim Briggs, Jr., Bountiful; Thomas Phillips, 
Porterville; Joseph E. Williams, Centreville; Francis 8. — mn 
ant Grove; Robert Hogg, Jr., Morgan. For the Swiss and German Mis- 
ion John Heiner, Morgan. For the Scandinavian Mission Peter 
Mogenson, Mt. Pleasant; Hyrum Hogan, Bountiful. For the wa e 
Mission—Albert Carlos Robinson, Farmington. 


Arrorrrurs.— Robert Hogg, Jr., has been appointed to Tabor as 
Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conféretive. 

Joseph E. Williams and Thomas Phillips have been appointed tolabor 
Traveling Elders in the Birmingham Conference. 

Francis S. Humphries has been appointed to labor as’ Traveling: 
in the Cheltenham Conference. 

Ephraim Briggs, Jr., and Dan Muir have been appointed to Tabor a 
Traveling Elders in the Newcastle Conference. MAREE 

‘Hyrum P. Frodsham has been released from laboring as 1 Traveling 
Elder in the Norwich Conference and ee. to Ebor! in ‘the Liverpool 
Conference. 


1 Norien.— A Conference of the Latter-day 

Saints in the Cheltenham Conference district, will be held on Sunday, 
February 14, 1897, at the Conference House, 18 Regent Street, —, 
— will be held at 10:30 a.m., and at 2:30 and 6:30p.m. sy, 


MISSIONARY EMPLOYMENT DURING COLD WEATHER 


Exprers Haypn L. Surrn and Joseph Nuttall, writing from ‘Hull, » 
January 28, 1897, send the following account of their labors: 

During the cold weather we thought it advisable to open our eee 
night a week and invite our friends who are investigating, and our 
neighbors to visit us, and thus hold a little meeting. We think Nr 
has resulted in good. 

Last Tuesday we invited a party to our week night mesting. a 
agreed to come to ours if we would go to theirs. We agreed to this pro- 
position and paid them a visit. They called themselves the. ‘British 
‘Israel Identity Association.’ They believe themselves to be of the hous 
of Israel. We feel that it would be well for our brethren to hunt ther 
up quietly and make their acquaintance. They are not numerous, | 
bey are to be found, so we understand, in small ‘bunches, like | bh 
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without a shepherd, in all the large towns in England. They received 
them, which we did. 4 ods 
‘thousand miles to hunt out scattered Iarael. Their lender 
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were acquainted with the b promised to Ephraim and ‘Manassth. 
We'told ‘them we were familiar with the promises made to Israel. It was 
posed that we should: address them, which we did. A good 


NOTES ON THE APOSTASY. I. 


the Kingdom of God; and it appears to be commonly. believed that 
through the ministry of the Savior of mankind, the kingdom was then 
established, which shall never be destroyed,” nor “be left to another 
people;” but which “shall break in pieces and consume” all the kingdoms 
of the earth, while it shall stand forever (Dan. 2: 44). By making: this 
claim an érroneous interpretation is placed on the scripture. | 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ was simply the good news of a kingdom 
yet to.come (Acts 1: 6-8). It did not break in pieces and consume any, 
much less all, of the earthly kingdoms. It was not, therefore, the stone 
which Daniel saw “cut out of the mountain without hands,” and ‘which, 
falling. upon the ten toes of the. great image, “brake them in pieces.” 
(Dan..2: 30); for the ten toes of the i image (the modern European king- 
doms) did not then exist; the Roman empire was still undivided. Neither 
was the Gospel taught by Christ and the Apostles a kingdom set up in 
the days of these” [ten] “kings” (5: 44); for these kingdoms were not in 
existence, until more than six centuries after the day of Christ, and they 
are still in existence—not yet destroyed. 

The Church of Christ was not the Kingdom of which Daniel prophesied, 
in explanation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the great image (Dan. 2: 
31-45),—whose “head was of fine. gold,” [representing the Babylonian 
empire]; “his breast and his arms of silver” [the empire of the Medes 
and Persians]; ; “his belly and his thighs of brass” [the Grecian empire]; 
“his legs of iron” [the Roman empire]; “his feet and toes part of potter s 
olay and part of iron” [the present kingdoms of Europe.] That “king- 
dom” which is to break in pieces and consume all these, is none of the 
churches nor kingdoms of Europe, for none of these was set up by “the 
God of heaven.” All these were set up by men. Nor could that Kingdom 
be the glad tidings. preached by Christ and.the Apostles; for that Gospel 
fell away; the church lost its authority, priesthood, powers, and blessings; 
men transgressed its laws, changed its ordinances, corrupted ita doctrines, 
‘misapplied its teachings, till the ents of that Gospel which remain, 
scattered here and there among the Christian churches, have only an out- 
‘ward resemblanos to the real Gospel of Christ, without its spirit, gifts, 

organization, or authority. 

Tho great apostasy of the 
‘the dage of ‘the apostles themselves. A large number of the people, Paul 
tells us In his ‘epistles, had already made'shipwreck of their faith, and his 
repeatec are most state of the bach 
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I marvel that ye r that oalled on into the 
Fath t oben “the 5 cht afraid 
hewite shou not obey tru am 
t est by an eans, as the serpen beguiled ve, brough 
be corrupted from the simplicity that is in 
1 11: 155 O Timothy, — that which is committed to thy 
latelding — and vain babblings, and opposition of science 
* some have erred concerning the faith 
6: Wherefore in remembrance that thou stir u 
, which is in ches by the puttin; 9 of my hands 
This ths ee knowest that all — which are in be turned away from 
me Tim, 1: 18,9). there are many — vain talkers : 
deoeivers, specially they of the circumcision: whose mouths must be 
stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, 
for thy lucre’s sake (Titus 1: 10,11). For when for the time ye — — 
to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the ‘first 
— of the oracles of God (Heb. 6; 12.) For this I know, that after 
my Geperting, shall grievous wolves enter in among you sparing. 78 the 
3 own selves shall men arise speaking perverse things 


les after them (Acts 20: 29, 30). had rope the vo the 
crept in 


to draw away 
tles of Wr ude for otlier errors and evils that 
ohurch.) 


But we even higher than the of the 
The Savior Himself wept over Jerusalem because it rejected him; up- 
braided “the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, because 
they repented not” (Matt. 11: 20); and informed Pilate that he had simply 
come at that time to “bear witness unto the truth.” My kingdom is not 
of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants 
fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now is my kingdom 
not from hence” (John 18: 36, 37). And finally He sent His Apostles into 
all the world to bid mankind to come to a great supper about to bé, not 
to one already prepared, a feast that will be set when a sufficient cotn- 
pany is gathered. Christ came to atone for the sins of fallen man and to 
make the redemption of man possible: he is yet to come to reign in glory, 
when the Kingdom—the theme of the prophets and the hope of John the 
Baptist and the Apostles of Christ is established never to be thrown down 
(Matt. 11: 1-6; Acts 1: 6-8; Ps. 110; Is. 35.) 
„The ministry of the Apöstzes was attended with great suobess in the 
speed of the Gospel ; but the chief burden of their prophecies is the oft- 
repeated warnings of that apostasy from the faith which has in fact 
marked the events of the Christian ages, and which had already com- 
‘menced in their day. They predicted that heresy and e in 
‘keep on ‘incréasing until Christ should come again. 


This. know that i thi last d ti hall gm 
in the ays perilous, tim mee 


shall be lovers of their own selves, covetou rou 
disobedient to unthankful, unholy natural 
‘trucé: breakers, sers, ificontinent, fierce, them 


are god, e heady, hi high-minded, lovers of — more than 
1 of c — a form of e but denying the power, there- 
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or the time ne will come 
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ears from ee shall be turned unto fables. (I Tim. 4: 3-4). (Bee 


II 2: — — 1 gery, * 
nto — the arp hesus write, member 
| therefore from whence. the art fallen, and repent and do the first ent 


3 And to the angel of the church. in Pergamos write, . 
or else will — — ainst thee quick! y . And unto the — — 
— in Thyatira ; 1 have a few eo against thee, 
And unto the — the church i in Sardis write, I know 
y works, that thou hast a name, that.thou livest and are dead, 

8 to th e angel of the ch hurch of Philadelphia write, . thou hasta 
little ‘strength hold that fast which thou hast, And to 
the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, Wa thou art 
will epue thee out of 


(Rey, 2, 

Jobnde epistles'to the seven of Asia were 4 last to this 
people, and reveal the progress apostasy had already made among them ; 
only the church of Smyrna was as “rich, and no judg- 
ment was denounced against it. 

‘Persecution, though of itself po ‘ices to change he faith of rene who 
were thoroughly in earnest, nevertheless served to hasten on the apostasy 
already working in the hearts of many (II Thess. 2: 1-10); The Jewish 
persecutions began with the martyrdom of Stephen, James, and many 
others. Then came the Roman persecutions under Nero, (A. D. 66) result- 
ing in the death of vast numbers of the Sainte, often with revolting 
eruelties, and the martyrdom of Paul and Peter. The second Roman 
persecution raged in 93 or 94, under Domitian. During the second oen- 
tury, the persecution was most severe under Marcus Aurelius, wr 8 
in France. In the third century, under Severus, Decius Trajan, and 
Diocletian, “streams of Christian blood flowed in the provinces: of the 
Roman empire. Everywhere the Christian temples lay in ruins, and 
assemblies for worship were all suspended. The major part bad —- 
the provinces and taken refuge among the ‘barbarians. * * — 
Many through dread of undergoing torture had made away with 4 
own lives and many apostatized from the faith; and what remained of 
the Christian ‘community consisted of weak, poor, and timorous persons.” 
(Schlegel; quoted by Murdock in Mosheim's 
„ — had been overcome, as foretold by the prophets. 

The conversion to Christianity of the Roman Emperor Coeieantine 
(312 A. b.) served only to increase the apostasy. He demoralized and cor- 
rupted the church by loading with favors and substantial honors al} lead - 
ing persons that openly accepted the hitherto despised and persecuted 
faith. Citizens and pagans were, by this process, “converted” in over- 
whelming numbers; to please the latter clase, temples, incense, and oere- 
monies were multiplied. In the third century the mode of baptism had 
been changed from immersion to sprinkling: Novatus, a desperate heretic 
who had put off baptism as long as he dared, in order to enjoy a ‘life of 
sin, was, at the nt of death, baptized by having water sprinkled upon 
him: if indeed,“ says Eusebius, “it be proper to say one libe him did 
eessiue baptiaw“ The ceremony was then burdened with ordinances, and 
wae further corrupted by being applied te infants. The —— 
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administration of the sacrament wae changed and the mass was instituted 
in its place. 
Another cause of the “falling away” was the loss of the priesthood ny 
the death or apostasy of those who had held it. In the case of apostolic 
authority, it appears that it ceased to exist on the earth after.the death 
of the Apostles themselves. Each branch of the church{was thereafter 
presided over by a bishop or an elder, whom the apostles had appointed. 
The bishops were equal in authority. While the apostles lived, they | 
nominated the bishops; and the members of the church over whom they 
were to preside, sustained them by vote; for the principle of common 
consent was closely followed. The bishops: of the cities, from their increas- 
ing power, were at length called archbishops, and assumed general super 
vision of the surrounding bishops and churches. The bishop. of Rome, 
from the pre-eminence of that city, acquired great prominence. It was 
even al that Peter, the prince of the apostles, was the first, bishop 
of Rome; —à tradition carefully promulgated, by the, Roman. Catholic 
Church, though: Ireneous says: “The blessed apostles” [Peter and Paul] 
“then upon founding and erecting the church” [at Rome] “committed the 
office of administering the church to Linus. Of this Linus, Paul speaks 
in the epistle to Timothy. To him succeeded Anacletus, and after, him in 
the third place from the apostles, Clement received the bishopric.” ..... 
This assumption of power by the bishops of Rome was resisted in the 
third century by Cyprian, the bishop of Carthage, who contended for the 
equality and independence of all bishops. And in 481 the council, o 
Chalcedon decreed that the bishop of Constantinople ought to be e | 
in power and authority with the bishop of Rome. After a long struggle, 
the Roman pontiffs surpassed their competitors. “For. by encouraging 
appeals to themselves; by assuming the care of all the churches as if it 
were a part of their official duty; by appointing vicars, in churches over 
which they had no jurisdiction; by requiring accounts to be sent to them 
of the affairs of foreign churches; by imposing the rites and usages. of 
their own. church upon all others; by insisting that their elevation was 
due to the pre-eminence of the Apostle Peter—whose .sucoeasors' they 
claimed to be; by threatening with excommunication all who; wonld not 
submit to their decrees; by accepting the homage which the barbarians 
anciently bestowed upon their pagan priests; by assuming the temporal 
power of princes and obtaining large grants of lands from kings and 
emperors,—by these means was that splendid though corrupt power 
established, before which monarchs trembled, and which for n ruled 
the destines of Europe.“ (Roberts: Eccl. History, page 17299. 
The present Pope, Leo XIII, after a long study of the subjec : has 
confirmed. the decision of his predecessors: that all ordinations of, minis- 
tore at the Gospel outside of the, Roman Catholic church are. absolutely 
invalid and without divine authority. 
. The Protestant churches have frequently replied to. the Catholic claims 
to the possession, of divine authority, by denouncing the Pope as the anti - 
Christ, and hy rehearsing .anew the story of the Catholic, corruptions — 
which; justified the revolt of Luther and other Gibbons 
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Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. I, chap. 10), in order to prove 
that divine authority could not have been transmitted through the long 
line of murderers, criminals, and adulterers, who, with some honorable 
exceptions, constituted the Popes during the “dark ages.“ en 
Intellectual: Development of Europe, vol I, pages 378-382). 

Now, both of these disputants are right; each has — his 2 

2 the Popes nor the ministers: of the Protestant churches, ‘possess 
di vine authority to officiate in the name of n or nnn 
the ordinances of the Gospel of Christ. 
The position of the Catholic Church is 
that of Protestants; for she insists that there has been an unbroken line 
of divine authority through the succession of the bishops of Rome from 
St. Peter to Leo XIII. But acquaintance with the melancholy: history of 
the popes will convince any one that it must be impossible for God to 
acknowledge them as the channels through which He saves the children of 
men, or to transmit through them the power to speak and act in His 
name In her great homily on the Perils of Idolatry,” the church of 
England says, page 3: “Laity and clergy, learned and unlearned, all ages 
and sects and degrees have been drowned in abominable idolatry most 
detested by God.and damnable to man, for eight hundred years and more.” 

Thus does the Church of England herself cut off the only claim of divine 
authority that remained to her and to the other Protestant churches; for 
what divine authority could either exist i in or n from such an apostate 
Christendom as ‘she describes? 

John Wesley, in making an explanation of the cessation ot spiritual 
gifts among Christians, says: 

It does hot appear that these gifte of Holy Ghost 
were common in the Church for more than two. or three centuries... We 
seldom hear of — after that fatal period when the Emperor Constan- 
tine called himself a Christian; and, from a vain imagination of promoting 
the Christian cause thereby, riches and power and — upon — 


tians in general, but in ol erey. 
time they totally ceased; very few instances of the wens 
found. The. cause of was not, has been 
tor the the w 
was then nominally Christ real cause was, ‘the love 
axed:cold’, The Ch od 


almost of all Christians, so called, was ‘w 
no more of the Spirit of Christ than the other Heathens. The. odie of 


Man, when he came to examine his Church, could hardly ‘find faith u 
earth.’ This was the real cause why the extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
8 were no longer to be found in the Christian Church; ‘bebause-the 
Many other Christian writers admit the 9 
VMiulner (vol. I, e History, page 34,) says that “sbout the abet 
our Lord, sixty. * . „ but too. evident that the church had 
considerably declined 150 its original purit and simplicity and that the 
of Batam, ever by the out andes the 
The authorities on history ‘Milner, Neander 
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